
MEET BVHS BOARD MEMBERJames Shrader
James Shrader has resided in 
Findlay since the age of five. He 
attended Findlay High School 
and graduated from Bowling 
Green State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in business. 
James then served in the Army in 
Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
He and his wife, Sue, 
currently reside in 
Findlay and have three 
children. James’ love 
for Findlay has led 
to work rooted in his 
mission of serving his 
community. He has 
held various positions 
in organizations 
throughout the city and 
is as a member of the Blanchard 
Valley Health Foundation 
(BVHF) board.

In the Army, James served as 
an artillery officer during the 
Berlin Crisis of 1961. After he 
returned home, James received 
the advice of a friend who shared, 
“It is important to give back to 
your community.” These words 
resonated with him. He became 
the working chair of Winebrenner 
Village, now Birchaven Village, 
and served as president of Findlay’s 
Chamber of Commerce. James sits 
on the development committee 

within the BVHF board.
“I am proud to be active in a 
health care system that puts such 
a personal touch on care provided 
to the patients. Not only does the 
paid leadership contribute to the 
title of a Top 100 Hospital, but 

also the volunteers 
who dedicate their 
time to serving the 
people of Findlay,” he 
shared. James believes 
a good health system 
is the key for a strong 
community. According 
to him, a solid health 

system is imperative in bringing 
in companies such as Marathon, 
Cooper Tire and Rubber Company 
and Tall Timbers to Findlay. In 
addition to serving on the BVHF 
board, James is a member of the 
Findlay Rotary Club.

When he is not busy serving BVHS 
or the Rotary Club, James enjoys 
spending time with his family at 
his vacation home in northern 
Michigan. James expressed 

his joy in relaxing in a lively 
household full of their children, 
grandchildren and dogs running 
everywhere. James admits that 
he is ready to volunteer in any 
capacity for the health system in 
the future, should they need him, 
after he retires from the health 
foundation board. James believes 
the beauty of the health foundation 
is that it has the ability to raise 
money that will insure the growth 
of the health system’s exceptional 
facilities. Not only does this relate 
to the facilities of the hospital, but 
to the rest of the community as 

well. James noted 
that recruiting 
is important 
and leads to the 
development of 
facilities such as 
The Marathon 

Center for the Performing Arts. 

James said he is proud to serve 
on the health foundation board 
and is consistently astounded at 
the personal touch the hospital 
is able to provide to patients. 
James recognizes the collective 
effort needed to run a successful 
foundation and health system. “By 
myself, I am nothing. Put me with 
other people and we can do big 
things.”

“I am proud to be active in a health care 
system that puts such a personal touch

on care provided to the patients.”


