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Working with the health care 
industry as a member of the BVHS 
Board of Trustees holds a special 
importance for Hancock County 
Commissioner Mark Gazarek. 
“My interest in health care was 
influenced by my mother dying of 
breast cancer when she was only 
30 years old. I was 7, my brother 
was 8, and my sister was only 3 
years old,” Mark explained. Out of 
both love and commemoration, 
Commissioner Gazarek continues 
to live an inspired life in which his 
first priority is helping others. 

Every day for more than 30 years, 
quotes placed inside two small 
picture frames housed in his 
office have reminded Mark of his 
personal mission to help others. 
These quotes exemplify Mark’s 
life motto to help others in need, 
and every day when he looks at 
his desk he is 
reminded of his 
purpose in life. 

The first of 
these quotes 
reads, “Nothing 
helps you 
like helping 
other people.” 
Throughout 
Mark’s 
background, he 
has been able 
to help others 
in a variety of 
ways. His career 
was primarily 
spent working in estate and 
financial planning, an industry he 
had spent 35 years serving until 
his retirement as the executive 
vice president at First Federal Bank 
in Defiance. After years dedicated 

to helping people in the financial 
sector, Mark felt a calling to help 
a greater number of people upon 
retirement and further fulfill the 
life motto that rests on his desk. 

Today, Mark is in his fourth year 
of his first term as one of three 
Hancock County Commissioners, 
and helping 74,000 people every 
day! One of the most enjoyable 
aspects of this job, Mark explains, 
is “helping those people that don’t 
have a voice.”

The second framed quote that 
gives Mark daily motivation 
says, “It’s better to do something 
imperfectly, than to do nothing 
flawlessly.” Mark explains that his 
love for this quote stems from his 
philosophy that people should not 
let the fear from doing something 
wrong keep them from doing 

anything at all.

While there 
are countless 
positive aspects 
to Commissioner 
Gazarek’s job, one 
of the largest and 
most rewarding 
is working for a 
community unlike 

any other. 
Mark 
explains 
the love 
for his job 
by stating, 
“What’s 
really great 

about Findlay/Hancock County 
is everybody works together for a 
common cause.” This hardworking 
attitude is the mindset that Mark 
brings to his roles as a county 

commissioner and Blanchard 
Valley Health System board 
member. 

For Mark, there is one more 
framed item on his desk 
that brings the most joy and 
inspiration- his family picture. 
Mark enjoys spending much of 
his time with his wife of 37 years, 
Kim, as well as his three children 
and four grandchildren. He also 
spends time staying active on 
the golf course playing a sport 
he loves. Mark and his wife 
spend what’s left of their free 
time exploring new places and 
traveling. 

The impactful work that Mark 
has contributed to the Findlay 
and Hancock County community 
permeates the walls of Blanchard 
Health System. Mark says that the 
opportunity to serve on the Board 
of Trustees has, “Opened my eyes 
to the complexity of the medical 
field. As a person from the outside 
looking in, before I was on the 
board, you didn’t really realize the 
complexity of the entire system.” 

Serving on the board has been a 
new experience and challenge that 
Mark Gazarek has fully embraced 
and uses as another facet to impact 
the community. So, take a look 
around his desk, and you’ll be sure 
to find the story of a man who 
goes above and beyond to serve 
his community. 
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