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For some people, finding your life’s 
purpose is a process that can take 
time. For BVHS board member 
Karen Cline, being diagnosed with 
breast cancer was what inspired her 
to make a difference in the Findlay/
Hancock County community. 
After enduring grueling treatment, 
Karen is now cancer-free, but 
the experience has offered her a 
new look into the fragility of life 
and the importance of 
community preventative 
screening. “Up until my 
diagnosis, I thought I was 
living a very prosperous 
life, doing all the right 
things,” Karen said. “My 
cancer experience made 
me realize that maybe 
the good Lord wants me 
to do more than work. 
Maybe there were other 
important ways I could 
dedicate my time.” 

It was this realization 
that inspired Karen to 
explore ways to help 
others who may be going 
through similar health 
battles. After doing some 
research, she discovered 
that significant funding 
was not being allocated for cancer 
resources in Hancock County. 
This drove her to take action by 
spearheading a breast cancer and 
colon cancer coalition group in 
collaboration with BVHS to provide 
grant funding for the Hancock 
County Mammography Screening 
Program—a special resource that 
provides cancer screenings for 
the underserved members of the 
community. “Cancer prescreening 
is what saved my life,” Karen said. 
“Unfortunately, too many people 
can’t afford proper preventative 
care. As a cancer survivor, I view this 
battle as a team effort. Communities 
need to work together to defeat it.” 

And what better way to lead a team 
against cancer than to bring the 
famed Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure to Flag City? Serving for 
six years on the national Susan G. 
Komen board and as the first chair 
for Findlay’s Race for the Cure, 
Karen has successfully brought 
cancer awareness to the forefront of 
the community. Today, her legacy 
lives on through the continued 

support of BVHS 
and Marathon 
Petroleum 
Corporation 
through 
sponsorship of 
the annual race.

A retired 
controller for 
Marathon, 
Karen spent her life in the corporate 
world, working in numerous areas 
and dedicating many years to MPC. 
Given her professional success in 
the world of business, some might 
find it surprising that Karen is also 
a professional Yogini, practicing 
and teaching Yoga classes in her 

retirement. While she originally 
took up the activity to help with 
stretching and flexibility, she soon 
found out that Yoga would have 
a bigger impact on her than she 
intended. “What’s interesting is 
people knew me in my career at 
Marathon as a Type A personality. 
I’ve since discovered that Yoga has 
really helped me with meditation 
and stress reduction, which was 
essential when I was recovering 
from my cancer. It has been life 
altering in how it has changed my 
approach to everyday situations,” 
she said. In addition to instructing 
for the YMCA and holding private 
classes, Karen volunteers her time 
at Bridge Home Health & Hospice 
working with families and associates 
to teach about how to deal with 
grief and find peace through the art 
of Yoga. 

Keeping her grounded in 
Northwest Ohio her whole life, 
Karen’s husband and high school 
sweetheart, Greg, worked as a 
pharmacist, owning and providing 

care through Findlay’s 
Brookside Pharmacy 
for many years before 
selling the business 
in 2007 and joining 
Karen in her retirement. 
Together, the two 
continue to contribute 
to their community in 
countless ways. Whether 
it’s teaching another 
Yoga class or teaming 
with BVHS to educate 
and support, sometimes 
it’s the little things that 
truly make a difference. 

“I have been really impressed 
with the knowledge, passion and 
compassion of the people I get to 
work with at BVHS,” Karen said. “It’s 
a pleasure to work with a team of 
this caliber, serving our community 
and being there for those who need 
it most.”
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