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Through the front doors and up the 
stairs of the College First Church of 
God, is the office of Pastor William 
“Bill” Reist. The room is furnished 
with a large wooden desk, an open 
Bible, a computer, research books 
stacked orderly in bookshelves and 
neatly hung pictures on the walls. 
Bill sinks into his familiar black office 
chair while conducting duties that 
benefit the Findlay community.

Being a community servant is a 
self-proclaimed 
“joyous duty” 
in Bill’s life. 
The ability and 
opportunity to 
serve others in 
love, faith and 
friendship has 
been a driving 
force throughout 
his career as a 
pastor – a career 
that has lasted 
his entire adult 
life. A 1976 
graduate of the 
University of 
Findlay, Bill 
went directly to 
Winebrenner 
Theological 
Seminary to be 
ordained as a 
pastor. Hailing 
from south 
central Pennsylvania, Bill traveled 
between “the Keystone State” and 
Ohio throughout his career. In 2002, 
Bill, his wife, Judy, and two sons, Jon 
and Ben, settled in Findlay when Bill 
accepted a position at the College 
First Church of God at the edge of 
the University of Findlay’s campus. “I 
wanted to become a pastor since high 
school. I sensed a calling to reflect 
God in the world and also to apply 
His love and guidance to individual 
lives,” said Bill. 

For Bill, leading a congregation 
and a community full of faith and 
good values, like Findlay, is about 
collaborative guidance rather 

than uncompromising direction. 
“A congregation is comprised of 
volunteers, and to lead means to 
provide good guidance and sound 
council, and assist people in achieving 
their potential,” he said. 

Bill sees his leadership as a pastor 
as both an obligation and an 
opportunity for community service. 
Being a leader gives him a chance 
to extend his faith throughout the 
community through simple service 

no matter what an individual’s 
personal beliefs. “I take community 
service very seriously,” he says. 
“We are created to serve others. 
Through God we are equipped to 
touch people’s lives for the better. 
We have to seize that opportunity 
and purpose.” Bill not only helps 
his fellow person through church 
activities, like Backyard Mission Trips, 
but also by sitting on the University 
of Findlay board, Findlay Rotary and 
the Blanchard Valley Health System 
(BVHS) board of directors. 

For BVHS, Bill lends his voice and 
knowledge to the main board as 
well as the compliance and audit 
committees. He states that Findlay is 
a largely faith-based community and 
he can represent that perspective well 
on the BVHS board. Bill attests that 
he has learned so much from being 
on BVHS’s board of directors and he 
says it gives him a challenge. “Health 
care forces you to think creatively 
and makes you consider every type 

of patient who comes 
into the facilities, from 
the hospitals to long 
term care,” Bill said. 
“I have also learned 
about our amazing 
leaders at each level 
of BVHS. They are 
quality people and I 
consider it a privilege 
to serve BVHS and 
the community with 
them. It truly makes 
me a better person.” 

Bill’s life is not all 
service and no play, 

however. He 
enjoys spending 
time with Judy 
and his sons, 
as well as his 
granddaughter. 
He expects 
his second 
grandchild late 
this summer. 
He can also be 

found beautifying 
his yard or plucking plump raspberries 
off of bushes behind his house. Come 
Monday morning, however, you will 
find him back in that office with 
the neatly hung pictures and the 
comfortable black chair awaiting him 
– ready to serve.
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